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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Claims 1, 5-7, 1 1-12 and 22-23 are amended. Claims 13-21 and 24 were 
canceled. This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

1 . (Currently amended) A method for securely communicating financial 
information, comprising: 

receiving at a repository computing device encoding scheme data that defines a 
field value of a financial data field used in a field delimited communication protocol to 
have a coded meaning different from an ordinary coded meaning of the field value 
according to the field delimited communication protocol: 

receiving at [[a]] die repository computing device a message communicated 
according to [[a]] the field delimited communication protocol; , th e m e ssag e comprising a 
financial data field and a fi e ld valu e corresponding to th e financial data fi e ld, said 
computing r e pository d e vic e having be e n specifically programmed to facilitate financial 
transactions and r e ceive and stor e information conc e rning a coded m e aning for th e 
m e ssage that is defin e d to be diff e r e nt than th e th e fi e ld d e limited protocol m e aning; and 

interpreting at the repository computing device the field value of the financial data 
field in said message according to the coded meaning defined by the encoding scheme 
data: and, 

conducting a financial transaction at the repository computing device using the 
interpreted field value of the financial data field in said message using information stored 
in th e r e pository computing d e vic e in conducting a financial transaction . 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the field delimited communication 
protocol is the Financial Information Exchange (FIX) Protocol, or a protocol derived 
therefrom. 
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3. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the message communicates a number 
of shares ordered or offered. 

4. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein the financial data field is 
a FIX tag 38 entry. 

5. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the coded meaning of the 
field value in the message according to the encoding scheme data represents a number of 

[[the]] the number of shares the m e ssage would r e pres e nt und e r according to t he field 
delimited communication protocol. 

6. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the coded meaning of the 
field value of the financial data field in the message according to the encoding scheme 
data represents corr e sponds to an Indication of Interest (IOI) for a number of shares. 

7. (Currently amended) A method for securely communicating financial 
informatio n using a computing d e vic e sp e cifically programm e d to facilitat e financial 
transactions , comprising: 

defining by a computing device encoding scheme data that defines a field value of 
a financial data field used in a field delimited communication protocol to have a coded 
meaning different from an ordinary coded meaning of the field value according to the 
field delimited communication protocol; 

using th e computing d e vic e to d e fin e a cod e d m e aning for a m e ssag e 
communicat e d in a fi e ld d e limit e d communication protocol pursuant to which th e 
m e ssag e comprises a financial data fi e ld and a field valu e corr e sponding to th e financial 
data field, wh e r e in th e coded m e aning is diff e r e nt from th e th e fi e ld d e limit e d 
communication protocol m e aning ; and 
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transmitting by the 


computing device the encoding scheme data over an e lectronic acomputer network to 
one or more counterparty recipient computing devices , thereby causing the one or more 
reci pient computing devices that receive a message communicated according to the field 
delimited communication protocol to interpret the field value of the financial data field in 
the message according to the coded meaning defined by the encoding scheme data 
specifically programmed to facilitat e financial transactions to facilitat e financial 
transactions with th e on e or mor e count e rparty computing d e vices to facilitate 
communicating financial transactions using the coded meaning . 

8. (Original) The method of claim 7, wherein the field delimited communication 
protocol is the Financial Information Exchange (FIX) Protocol, or a protocol derived 
therefrom. 

9. (Previously presented) The method of claim 7, wherein the message represents a 
number of shares ordered or offered. 

10. (Previously presented) The method of claim 7, wherein the financial data field is 
a FIX tag 38 entry. 

1 1 . (Currently amended) The method of claim 7, wherein the coded meaning of the 
field value in the message according to the encoding scheme data represents corr e sponds 
te a number of shares of a financial transaction to which the m e ssage p e rtains that is 
different than the number of shares according to the field delimited communication 


protocol . 
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12. (Currently amended) The method of claim 7, wherein the coded meaning of the 
field value of the financial data field in t he message according to the encoding scheme 
data represents corr e sponds to an Indication of Interest (IOI) for a number of shares. 

13. through 21. (Canceled) 

22. (Currently amended) A repository computing device specifically programmed 
for s e cur e ly communicating financial information conc e rning with instructions to 
facilitate financial transactions, the instructions being operable to cause the repository 
computing device to comprising : 

receive encoding scheme data defining a field value of a financial data field used 
in a field delimited communication protocol to have a coded meaning different from an 
ordinary coded meaning of the field value according to the field delimited 
communication protocol; 

receive a r e c e iver for r e ceiving over an e lectronic a computer network a message 
communicated [[in]] according to a field delimited communication protoco l pursuant to 
which th e messag e comprises a financial data field and a fi e ld valu e corresponding to the 
financial data fi e ld, wher e in th e m e ssag e is cod e d to hav e a cod e d m e aning diff e r e nt than 
th e field d e limited communication protocol meaning ; 

a database that stores information conc e rning th e coded meaning; and 

interpret an int e rpret e r for int e rpr e ting the field value of the financial data field in 
the message according to the coded meaning defined by the encoding scheme data; and 

conduct a financial transaction using the interpreted field value of the financial 
data field in the message . 
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23. (Currently amended) A computing device for s e cur e ly communicating financial 
information containing a set of computer instructions that when executed cause the 
computing device to p e rform functions comprising : 

define encoding scheme data that defines a field value of a financial data field 
used in a field delimited communication protocol to have a coded meaning different from 
an ordinary coded meaning of the field value according to the field delimited 
communication protocol; and 

r e c e iving instructions for e ncoding a messag e in a fi e ld delimit e d communication 
protocol pursuant to which th e messag e comprises a financial data field and a fi e ld value 
corr e sponding to the fi e ld of financial data, wh e rein said e ncoded m e ssag e is int e nd e d to 
hav e a cod e d m e aning different from th e fi e ld d e limit e d protocol m e aning; and 

transmit the encoding scheme data over a computer network to one or more 
recipient computing devices, thereby causing the one or more recipient computing 
devices that receive a message communicated according to the field delimited 
communication protocol to interpret the field value of the financial data field in the 
message according to the coded meaning defined by the encoding scheme data 

transmitting instructions communicating said cod e d m e aning ov e r an e l e ctronic 

comput e r n e twork to a r e pository computing d e vic e that stor e s th e cod e d m e aning; and 

transmitting instructions commumcating said coded meaning ov e r an e lectronic 
comput e r n e twork to on e or mor e trading computing d e vic e s to facilitate trading with the 
on e or more trading computing d e vices using th e coded m e aning . 

24. (Canceled) 
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